
                                                                                                                      
Dear lover of the harp guitar,                                                                                                                                                               October 23, 2011 
 

Whether you were able to join me at the 9th Annual Harp Guitar Gathering®or not, I thought it would be a good idea to remind you of a couple of very 
interesting news items that arose at this year’s event. 
 

First, we learned this year the identity of the anonymous regular donor to the Harp Guitar Foundation for the last several years.  As Jaci announced at 
one of the concerts, it’s Nancy Conescu.  Nancy has very generously pledged concrete support for the HGF into the future.  Thank you for this, Nancy!  
We’re delighted not to hide your generosity any longer. 
 

The Gathering also inspired an anonymous offer for a $5,000 matching pledge to the Foundation.  I’m happy to announce that it was my friend, Ed 
Littlefield Jr. who made that offer. 
 

Ed was here for his first Gathering.  As you already know if you were there, he was a featured player.  Personally, I thought he did a great job and 
heard from a number of you that I was not alone in my opinion.  It turns out Ed had a great time at the Gathering and quickly decided that harp guitars 
really ought to go forward into the future.  That happens to be the very same purpose for which the Harp Guitar Foundation was created.  Backing up 
his interest in the harp guitar with some cash, Ed very graciously offered the $5,000 matching grant to the HGF. 
 

Though I’ve been hearing Ed in a band context for many years now – and was therefore familiar with his musical abilities - he had largely kept his harp 
guitar playing hidden from me until recently.  I urged the Board of the Harp Guitar Foundation that we invite Ed as a featured performer this year 
because when I heard what he was doing with the harp guitar, it occurred to me that it was similar to the way my great-grandfather used the 
instrument.  It’s not the way I play the harp guitar and it may not be the way you play it either, but it’s something quite like the way most players 
historically have, particularly in America. 
 

As I said at the Gathering, if it weren’t for the harp guitar I inherited – the one I call Big Mama – I might not have ever fallen in love with the sound of 
these instruments.   If that had been the case, I wouldn’t have had the idea to put together the Harp Guitar Gathering and the course of human history 
would have been irrevocably altered! 
 

Seriously folks, a matching grant means that we can turn Ed’s $5,000 into $10,000 by a lot of us coming up with much smaller numbers.  If 100 of us 
could write a check for $50, that’d do it.  If 200 of us could each do so for $25, that’d make the goal.  Etc.   You know how it works.  Anything helps and 
it all adds up.  The money goes towards the stated goals of the Harp Guitar Foundation, which are laid out on the website.  Here they are again: 
 

The Harp Guitar Foundation is a nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation created to: 
 

Serve the world's harp guitar community, including its players, fans, researchers, collectors, restorers and builders 
Document and preserve the harp guitar's history 
Take the instrument into the future via new players, new music, new instruments and new fans 

 

So, I have two requests:  First, can you join me in thanking Nancy Conescu for her ongoing support of the HGF?  And secondly, can you help me 
match Ed’s offer?  It does take money to make things happen and these two folks have stepped up to the plate in significant and concrete ways.  I am 
going to personally write a check when I arrive home from the tour I'm on (I'm writing from Wisconsin). 
 

It would be great if we could all come together to make this happen by the end of 2011.  I think that’s an attainable goal if, like me, you see this as a 
great opportunity. If you are able to join me in this, will you?  Thanks! 

  
Stephen Bennett, Harp Guitar Gathering Director 
 

Use the enclosed form, or visit: http://www.harpguitars.net/hgf/hgf_donate.htm 

 


