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To all whom it may concern: _
Be it known that I, Atsert Smorr, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at To-

peka, in the county of Shawnee and State |

of Kansas, have invented new and useful
Tmprovements in Guards for Musical In-
struments, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

An object of the invention is to provide a
guard for musical instruments.

The invention embodies, among other fea-
tures, a device more particularly adapted
for use on musical instruments such as man-
dolins and like stringed instruments, the de-
vice being provided to protect the sounding
board or face of the instrument from wear
and tear and from becoming seratched by the
fingers of the operator or the pick held in
the fingers of the operator, while the instru-
ment is being played.

In the, further disclosure of the invention
reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings constituting a part of this speci-
fication in which similar characters of ref-
erence denote corresponding parts in all the
views, and in which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary plan view of
a mandolin showing my device attached
thereto; Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sec-
tional view talken on the line 2—2 in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the plate;
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view of a
mandolin showing a modified form of my
device applied thereto, a plurality of guard
%I]ates being employed in this instance; and

fig. 5 is a vertical transverse sectional view
taken on the line 5—5 in Fig. 4.

Referring more particulalﬁy to the views,
I employ a
to the finger-board 11 of a mandolin 12, the
finger-board 11 being spaced from the face
or sounding-board 13 of the mandolin 12.
The guard plate 10 is preferably made of
an integral piece of material having an
ogening 14 which will be arranged above
t

e usual f-hole provided in the sounding-"

board 13 when the guard plate 10 is mount-
ed therebetween, as shown in Fig. 1, a
bracket 15 being mounted to extend from
the under side of the gnard plate 10 near
the upper end thereof, the said guard plate
being provided with a laterally projecting
portion 16 having a cushion 17 on the under
side thereof, the mentioned cushion 17 be-
ing preferably made of felt and adapted to

uard plate 10 for attachment |

repose upon the sounding-board 13 to sup-
port the upper end of the guard plate 10.

Adjacent the lower end of the guard plate
10, a post 18 is secured te depend from the
under side of the guard plate, a cushion 19,
preferably made of felt or the like, being
secured to the under side of the said post
and adapted to engage the sounding-board
13, the mentioned bracket 15 and post 18
being adapted to support the guard plate
10 on the instrument. .

A plate 20_is mounted to project beyond
the inner edge of the guartf plate 10, the
said plate being secured to the under side
of the guard plate and adapted to project
beneath and engage the finger-board 11 to

{ prevent a vertical movement of the guard

plate 10, the guard plate being of sufficient
thickness so that the upper surface thereof
will lie flush with the upper surface of the
finger - board 11. Mounted to extend
through an opening 22 in the bracket 15 is
a rod 23 having a head 24 adapted to abut
against a face of the bracket 15, the said
rod being arranged to project beneath the
finger-board 11 and having the free end
thereof threaded and adapted to receive a
clamping member 25, a thumb screw 27

{ having threaded connection with the free

end of the rod 23, with an end of the thumb
screw engaging the clamping member 25 to
secure the clamping member 25 in clamping
position and rigidly clamp the guard plate
10 to a side of the finger-board 11 as shown,
the guard plate being suitably supported by
the lateral portion 16 of the bracket 15 and
the post 18, the plate 20 being provided to
aid in retaining the guard plate in proper
position relatively to the finger-board 11.
In Figs. 4 and 5 I disclose a modified
form of my device in which I employ a
plurality of guard plates 28, 29, each of the
said guard plates being provided with a
post 30, similar to the post 18, and a plate
31, similar to the plate 20 disclosed in the
preferred form of my device. A bracket 32,
similar to the bracket 15, is extended from
the guard plate 28 and a similar bracket 33
is extended from the guard plate 29, a rod
34, similar to the rod 23, being mounted to
extend through an opening in the bracket
32 and an opening in the bracket 33, thus
clamping the gnard plates 28, 29 rigidly on
both sides of the finger-board 11 of the
mandolin 12. Tt will be readily seen that
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2

in the modified form of my device T employ
a plurality of guard plates, whereas in the
préferred form of the device only a single

uard plate is employed, the guard plates
m both forms of the device being substan-
tially mounted in the same manner on the
instrument.

If desirable, the guard described can be
made of tortoise shell, celluloid, or wood,
and if desirable, even a metal can be em-
ployed to constitute the body of the device.
With the use of the mentioned device the
outer face of the sounding-hoard 13 will be
prevented from being scratched with the
pick of the operator or by the fingers of
the operator, and it will be readily seen that
with a guarci of the kind described, attached
to an instrument such as a mandolin or
other stringed instrument, the particular
manner in which the gnard is mounted on
the instrument will permit of placing the
instrument in a case without loosening the
guard. It is well known that in the use of
a large number of gnards now on the com-
mercial market and attached to instruments,
the guards become loose by contact when the
instruments are placed in the cases thereof,
in view of the fact that these guards have
connection with the outer edges of the in-
struments, whereas in my device, by secur-
ing the guard within the plane of the instru-
ment, the instrument can be readily placed
in the case without removing the guard or
injuring the instrument.

Having thus described my invention, T
claim:

1. In a guard for musical instruments in-
cluding a sounding-board and a finger-
board thereon, the combination with a guard
plate, of means for supporting the guard
plate on the sounding-board of the instru-
ment with the edge of the guard plate flush
with the edge of the finger-board, and a
clamp for rigidly clamping the said guard
plate to the %nger-board of the instrument.

2. In a guard for a musical instrument in-
cluding a sounding-board and a finger-board
thereon, a plurality of guard plates, braclk-
ets supporting the guard plates on the
sounding-board with the faces of the gnard
plates flush with the face of the finger-
board, a rod connecting the said brackets,
and means on the rod and engaging one of
the brackets to rigidly clamp the said guard
plates to the said finger-board.

1,081,877

3. A guard for a musical instrument in-
cluding a sounding-board and a finger-
board, comprising a plurality of guard
plates mounted on both sides of the finger-
board and supported on the sounding-
board, a red connecting the guard plates
and means on the rod for rigidly clamping
the guard plates to the finger-board.

4. In a guard for musical instruments in-
cluding a sounding-board and a finger-
board thereon, the combination with a guard
plate, of a bracket extended therefrom, a
cushion on the said bracket and engaging
the sounding-board of the instrument, a
post depending from the said guard plate,
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a cushion on the said post and engaging the -

sounding-board of the instrument, a plate
extended from the said guard plate to en-
gage the finger-board of the instrument, a
rod mounted to extend through the said
bracket, a clamping member having the
said red extending therethrough, and a
thumb screw having threaded connection
with the rod and engaging the said clamp-
ing member to clamp the said guard plate
to the finger-board of the instrument.

5. In a guard for musical instruments in-
cluding a sounding-board and a finger-
board thereon, the combination with a guard
plate, of a bracket depending therefrom, a
post depending from the said guard plate,
cushions on the said bracket and the said
post and engaging the sounding-board of
the instrument to support the said guard
plate, a clamping member, and means con-
necting the said clamping member with the
said guard plate for rigidly clamping the
said guard plate to the finger-board of the
Instrument.

6. In a guard for musical instruments in-
cluding a sounding-board and a finger-
board thereon, the combination with a plu-
rality of guard plates, of means on the said
guard plates for supporting the same on the
sounding-board of the instrument, a rod
connecting the said guard plates, and means
on the said rod for clamping the guard
plates to the finger-board of the instrument.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

_ ALBERT SHUTT.
Witnesses:

E. O. CoBLERTZ,
M. BE. Ur.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cenis each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘ ‘Washington, D, C.”
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